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This leaflet provides essential
information on the control of
chemicals specified in the Control of
Chemicals Ordinance, Chapter 145,
Laws of Hong Kong and the licensing
requirements for legitimate trade.

Control of Precursor Chemicals

To fulfill international obligations
under  the ‘United Nations
Convention Against lllicit Traffic In
Narcotic Drugs And Psychotropic
Substances, 1988’, the Hong Kong
SAR Government has imposed
control on chemicals* which can be
used for the manufacture of narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances.
The control measures are prescribed
in the Control of Chemicals
Ordinance, Chapter 145, Laws of
Hong Kong.

* Please refer to Annex

You are encouraged to report
information to us by:
1. Information Hotline
(852) 2545 6182
2. Crime-reporting Email
crimereport@customs.gov.hk
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A licence is required to:

(a) manufacture any chemical specified in
Schedule 1 or 2;

(b) import into or export from Hong Kong any
chemical specified in Schedule 1 or 2;

(c) export from Hong Kong any chemical

specified in Schedule 3 to any country
specified in the same Schedule;

(d) supply, procure, deal in or with any chemical
specified in Schedule 1; or
(e) possess any chemical specified in Schedule 1,

unless the same is in transit.

A permit is required to:

(a) remove any chemical specified in Schedule 1
or 2 which is in transhipment from the vessel,
aircraft or vehicle in or on which it was
imported into Hong Kong; or

(b) in any way move any chemical specified in
Schedule 1 or 2 within Hong Kong after its
removal from the vessel, aircraft or vehicle in
or on which it was imported into Hong Kong.

Any person who fails to observe the legal
requirements of a licence or a permit shall be guilty
of an offence and liable:

(a) on conviction on indictment to a fine of
HK$1,000,000 and to imprisonment for 15
years; or

(b) on summary conviction to a fine of

HK$500,000 and to imprisonment for 3 years.

An approval in writing by the Commissioner of
Customs & Excise is required for a place or container
in which any chemical specified in Schedule 1 or 2 is
stored or kept.

Any person who fails to observe the legal
requirements of storing or keeping a precursor
chemical shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a
fine of HK$50,000 and to imprisonment for 1 year.
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Annex
Chemicals under Control

The 36 chemicals under control are:-

1. Acetic anhydride 3. Acetyl chloride

2. Acetyl bromide
_
4. Ephedrine 3. Piperidine

5. Ergotamine 24. Safrole

6. Ergometrine 25. Isosafrole

7. Pseudoephedrine 26. Piperonal

8. Lysergic acid 27. Anthranilic acid

9. 1-phenyl-2-propanone 28. Phenylacetic acid

10. Norephedrine 29. 4-Anilinopiperidine

11. N-acetylanthranilic acid 30. Norfentanyl

12. 3,4-methylenedioxy-phenyl-2-propanone

13. Potassium permanganate

14. 1-[(2-Chlorophenyl)-N-(methylimino)methyl]cyclopentanol
15. Alpha-phenylacetoacetonitrile

16. 4-anilino-N-phenethylpiperidine

17. N-phenethyl-4-piperidone

18. Alpha-phenylacetoacetamide

19. 3,4-MDP-2-P methyl glycidate

20. 3,4-MDP-2-P methyl glycidic acid

21. Methyl alpha-phenylacetoacetate

22. Tert-butyl 4-(phenylamino)piperidine-1-carboxylate

31. Methyl ethyl Country of destination
ketone (MEK) Argentina; Bolivia; Brazil; Chile;
32. Toluene Colombia; Ecuador; Guatemala; Mexico;

33. Sulphuric acid Panama; Peru & Venezuela.

Country of destination
34. Acetone Afghanistan; Argentina; Bangladesh; Bolivia;
35. Ethyl ether Brazil; Cambodia; Chile;
36. Hydrochloric acid Colombia; Ecuador; Guatemala; India;
Iran; Laos; Lebanon; Malaysia; Mexico;
Myanmar; Nepal; Pakistan; Panama;
Peru; Singapore; Sri Lanka; Thailand; Turkey;
Venezuela & Vietnam.

Note: Salts of the substances, except for sulphuric acid and hydrochloric acid,
whenever the existence of such salts is possible are also under control.
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Safrole is the precursor chemical for the manufacture of MDMA (ecstasy).
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Precursor Chemicals

Common Dangerous Drugs

Heroin

Amphetamine-

type
Stimulant

LSD

Ecstasy
(MDMA)

Mandrax (Methaqualone)
Angel Dust (PCP & TCP)

Cocaine

Fentanyl

Acetic anhydride, Acetyl bromide,
Acetyl chloride, Acetone, Ethyl ether.

Ephedrine, Pseudoephedrine, Norephedrine,
1-phenyl-2-propanone, Phenylacetic acid,
Alpha-phenylacetoacetonitrile,
1-[(2-Chlorophenyl)-N-(methylimino)methyl]cyclopentanol,
Alpha-phenylacetoacetamide,

Methyl alpha-phenylacetoacetate.

Ergotamine, Ergometrine, Lysergic acid.

Safrole, Isosafrole, Piperonal,
3,4-Methylenedioxy-phenyl-2-propanone,
3,4-MDP-2-P methyl glycidate,
3,4-MDP-2-P methyl glycidic acid.
Anthranilic acid, N-acetylanthranilic acid.
Piperidine.

Potassium permanganate,

Methyl ethyl ketone (MEK),

Toluene, Sulphuric acid, Hydrochloric acid.

4-anilino-N-phenethylpiperidine, Norfentanyl,

N-phenethyl-4-piperidone, 4-Anilinopiperidine,

Tert-butyl 4-(phenylamino)piperidine-1-carboxylate
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