MThe Commissioner of
Customs and Excise, Ms Louise
Ho (left) , outlines the vision and
aspiration of Hong Kong Customs, in
the name of Hong Kong, China, as

- i ity S d 8 the WCO Vice-Chairperson for the
—  — 7 ) Asia/Pacific Region at the 24th
&Y » ' ' - 3 ~ WCO Asia/Pacific Regional Heads
. of Customs Administrations

 WCO Vice-Chairperson for the
Pacific (A/P) Region:

eeping the WCO
regional interests;
otingco-operation between
nal members and greater
ent of members in the
“WCQ's activities;

¢ coordinating the formulation,

implementation and monitoring

. of the Regional Strategic Plan;

e promoting the WCO's initiatives in
the A/P region;

e organising regular regional
meetings to foster the WCO’ s
activities and hold discussions on
the future development directions

on issues of common concern;
and

a s a member of
the World Customs
Organization (WCO) since 1987,
Hong Kong Customs has been actively participating
in the WCO activities and regional events, devoted to
promoting co-operation among the members in the Asia/Pacific - ]
(A/P) region. Under the "One Country, Two Systems", Hong Kong has the Qisnianingihe WOO £/F el
distinctive advantages of enjoying strong support of the motherland and being closely connected fo and producing periodic WCO A/
the world. Hence, Hong Kong Customs was determined to join the election for the WCO Vice- P Cusfoms News.
Chairperson for the A/P Region (2024-26), striving to shoulder and perform the leading role as : V
"promoter" and "facilitator" in full scale, sparing no effort in raising the voice of Hong Kong in the
WCO, and telling good stories of the country and Hong Kong.
During the 24th WCO A/P Regional Heads of Customs Administrations Conference, Hong Kong
Customs (in the name of Hong Kong, China) was unanimously nominated by the members of the
A/P Region as the next Vice-
Chairperson. Subject to confirmation
at the Customs Co-operation Council
Sessions held in June 2024, Hong
Kong, China, will officially succeed
Australia as the WCO Vice-
Chairperson for the A/P Region in July
2024 for two years until June 2026. BThe Commissioner of
Customs and Excise, Ms
o N Kong Clsiome anthe nameror Louise Ho (second right) ,
Hongngl(ong.r;,g China) wu(s unanimously exchanges views with the Minister
nominated by the A/P members as the of the General Admlmstrqhop of
next WCO Vice-Chairperson A/P during Cusjoms of fhg People's Republic of
the 141st/142nd Customs Co-operation China, Mr Yu Jianhua (second left)
Council Sessions of the WCO held in at the Customs Co-operation

Brussels, Belgium in this June. Council Sessions of the WCO
this June.
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In response to the new normal of sports and physical training

BMESEAFREEN 58 ¢
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Colleagues maximize their lunch break

by exercising with various fitness ==
equipment in the Customs ¢
Headquarters' fitness room to stay 1 3
in shape.

developed during the epidemic, the Honorary Advisor of Hong Kong
Customs College, Dr Louie Hung-tak, recommended the
implementation of the "Integrated Lifestyle on Health and Physical
Exercise" programme to replace the Annual Physical Fithess Test. The
programme encourdages colleagues to adopt a healthy lifestyle,
exercise timely without age, time and venue restrictions, and monitor
body conditions periodically. The department has adopted the
advised programme by providing workout demonstration videos,
organising sport activities and seminars, and establishing the C&ED
Physical Fithess Club in March 2023.
The Club aims to promote indoor fithess culture, foster a habit of
comprehensive physical fithess training, and provide opportunities for
members to improve their physical fitness and well-being. Since its
establishment, the Club has successively organized "Ten Thousand Steps a
Duy Zumba class and Yoga class, which received enthusiastic support from
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Customs athletes proudly |

hold the regional flags during

the Opening Ceremony, |

expressing their wishes for /
achieving outstanding £°
performances in the ;
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Senior Customs Officer Hau Ka-yan
(first left) wins a gold medal in
Women Half Marathon (Age 30-34)
and a silver medal in Overall Women
Half Marathon.
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ﬁﬁ&ﬁ%&. Medal Table List
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> Customs Athletes Competing
iIn World Police and Fire Games 2023
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Following the 18th World Police and Fire Games (WPFG) held in
2019, the Hong Kong Customs sent a 57-athlefe strong team to
participate in six major sporting events, namely football, basketball,
volleyball, swimming, frack & field and half marathon in the 20th
WPFG held in Winnipeg, Canada from July to August this year,
amassing a fotal of 19 medals, including 4 gold, 2 silver and 13
bronze medals.

This year, the WPFG attracted more than 12,000 law enforcement
officers from different countries around the world. Customs athletes
performed marvelously and achieved encouraging results, in
particular the Athletic Team, which eamed a total of 12 medals. In
events traditionally dominated by western players such as basketball
and beach volleyball, Hong Kong Customs athletes made
breakthroughs and won the gold medals.
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Hong Kong Customs Bedach Volleyball
Team, Women Long Jump athlete and
Basketball Team win the gold medals.
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“Integrated Lifestyle on Health
and Physical Exe recise”
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C&ED Pop Band delivers stunning
performances in the music
concert at the Xiqu Centre to

celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the Outstanding Young
Persons' Association.

AR R TS
Promoting Unity and
Diversity through Pop Music
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Formally established in 2019, C&ED Pop Band brings together colleagues
who are keen lovers of pop music and bands and unleashes their infinite
passions to dynamic life.

To celebrate the Hong Kong Customs 110th Anniversary in 2019, the Band
specially created an original theme song {f##s) showcasing the commitment
and excellence of the Hong Kong Customs to members of the public.

The Band is far beyond a group of pop music lovers. Apart from performing in
functions of the department, such as National Security Education Day and
ceremonies for Customs YES, the Band also joins hands with TVB, Narcofics Division,
the Outstanding Young Persons' Association, and charity groups to give
performances in different music shows.

The Head of Land Boundary Commcand and leader of the Band, Mr Barry Lai, said,
"C&ED Pop Band hopes to provide a platform for pop music exchange across our
department and our first-ever singing confest has exactly achieved that goal with great
success. We will continue to thrive with creativity and provide fusions of dynamic
elements."

PRSI [ERALFHSING] -
Departmental Singing Contest
( [EBFHSING] ).

Rl (EH)
Theme song {fEe)
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tour from 8 to 15 July 2023. Fifty participants were led fo Silk Road to
learn more about the country's civilisation, development, and
achievements.

The study tour started by exploring Xian city, including the Xi'an City Walll,
the Daci'en Temple, the Bell Tower and Drum Tower Square. They were then
joined by the Commissioner of Customs and Excise, Ms Louise Ho; the Vice-
Minister of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and Administrator of the
National Cultural Heritage Administration, Mr Li Qun; and the Assistant
Commissioner of Customs and Excise (Intelligence and Investigation) , Mr
Woo Waikwan, fo visit the Shaanxi Archaeological Museum and fake part in a

Cus’roms YES organised an eight-day Silk Road summer cultural study
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Probationary Inspectors, Agnes,

: Zita, Kenneth, lvan, Ben and John
(from left to right) practice
Chinese-style food drill.

DEEBRMAEM (P) B
Customs YES BB 2 RE/E
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The Commissioner of Customs and

Excise, Ms Louise Ho (centre) ,and
members of Customs YES pariicipate

in a workshop on the restoration of
Qlin terracotta figures.

Qin terracotta figures restoration workshop during which they experienced the
complex process of restoring cultural heritage.

The delegation then headed to Dunhuang and visited Mount
Mingshashan and Crescent Moonshaped Spring, the Mogao Caves, the
Jiayu Pass Gatetowers, the Danxia National Geopark, efc. On 14 July, they
joined the Deputy Commissioner of Customs and Excise (Control and
Enforcement) , Mr Chan Tsztat, to visit the Emperor Qinshihuang's Mausoleum
Site Museum and appreciafe the Emperor Qinshihuang's Mausoleum and the
accompanying burial pits. Lastly, the group visited the Xi'an Jiaotong University
and met with the robot feam members, concluding the eight-day study tour
on a high note.

(

B REERMCustoms YES SES
FREIBRKESTLENETRER -
Agnes, John, lvan, Ben, Kenneth and Zita

(from left to right) gain a unique and
diversified learning experience from
Customs YES youth programme.
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Hong Kong Customs attaches great importance to providing young officers with
a solid foundation for development and helping them unleash their potential fo
coniribute to the society.

Probationary Inspectors, Mr Tsang Hing-sz(John), Ms Wong Ka-ying (Agnes), Mr
So Pokeung(Ben), Mr Leung Kom-keung(lvan), Mr Law Chun-hin(Kenneth)and Ms
Leung Szeki(Zitd), through various activities and training organized by the youth
programme Customs YES, expand their potential and develop positive attifudes, and
successfully joined Hong Kong Customs. They have been undergoing Inspector
Induction Course since May 2023.

Hong Kong Customs College organises alltounded training programmes for
new recruits and aspires to nurture a new generation equipped with a positive

mindset, global perspectives, professional skills, and love for Hong Kong and the
country.
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In the camp, parficipants actively
participate in martial boxing,
enhancing their physical
fithess and sharpening
their defemination.
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Four-day Military Training
Experience Camp for Hundred Youths
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Seizing the golden opportunity of summer vacation, "Customs YES" organised a military fraining
experience camp in Shenzhen from 10 to 13 August.

The four-day experience camp was attended by 100 youth members, 70% of them were under
the age of fiffteen.The participants foured war heritage sites in Shenzhen and expetienced a series of
military fraining. These activities dimed to enhance their self-care abilities, strengthen their willpower,
and deepen their understanding of national military culture.

The graduation ceremony was officiated by the Commissioner of Customs and Excise, Ms Louise
Ho. Other officiating guests included the Director General of the Police Licison Department of the
LOCPG, Mr Chen Feng; the Deputy Director General of the Guangdong Sub-Administration of the
General Administration of Customs of the People's Republic of China, Mr Wen Zhencai; the Director

General in Shenzhen Customs District, Mr Chen Xiaoying; the Under Secretary for Security, Mr
Michael Cheuk; the Deputy Division Chief of the Department of Youth Affairs of the LOCPG, Mr
Huang Yiye, and directorates of Hong Kong Customs.

W Customns YES BIS BB EEAT 8L A F R - REEARDERE o
Members of Customs YES ride camels to the Mount Mingshashan and Crescent Moon-
shaped Spring to appreciate the national desert landscape.
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Inaugural Ceremony
of Customs YES
Honorary Presidents’

Association
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[Country] (BZR) - [Community] (#®) + [Customs]
(58) & [Calibre] (HAER) °

The inaugural ceremony of the Customs YES Honorary
Presidents' Association (CYHPA) was held on 11 May 2023.
During the ceremony, the Commissioner of Customs and Excise,
Ms Louise Ho, presented appointment certificates to the
Chairperson, Mr Karson Choi; Vicechairpersons Mr Albert
Chuang and Mr Michael Cheng; the honorary presidents and
various supporting organisations. Speaking at the ceremony, Ms
Ho highlighted that the esfablishment of the CYHPA strengthens
the synergy effect of the existing youth work of the Executive
Committee of Customs YES, further assisting Customs in
providing more comprehensive activities and fraining for
young people.

The CYHPA comprises enthusiastic community leaders from
different business sectors who work as a team to coniribute
valuable strategies and provide various forms of support fo the
activities organised by Customs YES. They are dedicafed to
promote the "4C" core development directions, namely

"Country”, "Community", "Customs" and "Calibre", with
committed efforis.
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j Volunteers, members of
Customs YES and donors
participating in meal

box distribution event.
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ong Kong Customs Volunteer Team led members of Customs YES and
H donors participated in meal box distribution events, helping those in need

in our society and building a caring community fogether before Mother's
Day and Father's Day.

On Mother's Day, volunteers feamed up with the head of a social enterprise
in Yau Ma Tei to prepare meal boxes and distribute them to those in need in the
district. The President of the Hong Kong Brands Protection Alliance Ms Diana
Wong not only donated funds to support the event, but also attended the event
with members of the Alliance and helped distribute the meal boxes, offering
comfort to the elderly and nearby residents. On Father's Day, volunteers went to a
shared kitchen, prepared meal boxes with the person in charge, and then
delivered them to the Sowers Action Centre, providing them to the Sham Shui Po
grassroots families. The Deputy Commissioner (Conirol and Enforcement) , Mr
Chan Tsztat; the Assistant Commissioner (Boundary and Ports) , Ms Ng Kit-
ching; and the Head of Trade Controls, Mr Li Man-kai, expressed heartfelt
blessings fo every father during the meal distribution, thanking them for their
contributions fo the family and our society.

RERBEH2HIZFEEER -
Hong Kong Customs fully supports organ donation.

aiBiEElRIEEELS

Hong Kong Customs Fully Supports Organ Donation
ERERENTHRERE - ARERNBHRERRNEIRENEEBLPRBATEBELCAM -
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Hong Kong Customs fully supports organ donation. To arouse colleagues' awareness of organ
donation and facilitate them to register in the Centralised Organ Donation Register (CODR ) , Hong
Kong Customs invited the Department of Health ( DH ) to set up the publicity booth for organ
donation at the Customs Headquarters Building on 15 - 16 June 2023. Staff of DH distributed leaflets
and answered common fallacies. The Commissioner of Customs and Excise, Ms Louise Ho, and other
directorates registered in the CODR and distributed leaflets on the spot fo appeal for colleagues'

support.
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The President of the Hong Kong Brands
Protection Alliance Ms Diana Wong and

members of the Alliance distributing |

the meal boxes and offering comfort
fo the elderly and nearby residents.
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Join together to spread love with music
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Outside the venue, charity booths were set up, where
everyone eagerly purchased beautiful handmade crafts

created by the littfle warriors, showcasing great support
for their cause. f
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selfless dedication

and contributions, the ﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬁfquﬁﬁ‘ﬁ Fik o
concert was
successfully

completed.

Hong Kong Customs Volunteer Team visited the elderly
with rice dumplings in the Dragon Boat Festival. Additionally,
the Volunteer Team, along with colleagues from the
Intellectual Property Investigation Bureau and Trade

Descriptions Investigation Bureau, performed dramas for the
elderly so as fo enhance their awareness of consumer rights
and understanding of the unfair trade practices.

On August 6, a fundraising concert named "Seeds of Love *
Going Beyond 20 Years” Fundraising Music Concert was held
with the participation and support of the C&ED Volunteer
Team, C&ED Pop Band, colleagues, family members, and
members of Customs YES for the Little Life Warrior Society.

The concert not only deepened the public's awareness
of childhood cancer but also raised funds for the little
warriors to enhance patient support services and
accompany them and their families through the difficult
treatment journey. On that day, the Volunteer Team made
their best efforfs fo ensure the smooth progress of the entire
concert. In addition, the Pop Band' s superb
performances also enhanced the atmosphere, with
melodious voices spreading throughout the concert hall,
and the enthusiastic cheers continued fill the end of their
wonderful performance!

Hong Kong Customs will continue to walk alongside
the little warriors, working tfogether to build a caring
society.

ERFRERFEFRSXIRBEREFH

v The Deputy Commissioner (Control and
Enforcement), Mr Chan Tsz-tat; the Assistant
Commissioner (Boundary and Ports) , Ms Ng Kit-
ching:; and the Head of Trade Controls, Mr Li
Man-kai, handing meal boxes fo the grassroot
families, delivering warm greetings and

care.

seasonal love in the Dragon Boat Festival

BSHESNEERE
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EHTED  AMLMEELEES |
BRIE o

Colleagues and frainees join the |
volunteer services to visit the
elderly living alone with
festival gift bags.

WEHBETTRRAZRERPEL
BRAIRIR -

Volunteers and their families pay visit to
the elderly in the community.
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Senior Inspector. Mr Wang Yang
(second right) , who seconded to the
World Customs Organization, filming
with the production team in Brussels,
Belgium.
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series - "Customs Get Set Go ! " to promote the department's littleknown
work the public. The collaboration comes back this year with an overseas
special series produced in Europe that aims fo increase public's understanding

In 2022, Hong Kong Customs and HOY TV jointly produced a six-episode TV

ork of overseas seconded officers.

I‘\ Assistant Superintendent, Mr Lam
il Chi-wang (left) , who seconded to
INTERPOL, filming with the

production team in Lyon, France.

The production crew of Office of Trade Relations and Public
Communication traveled to Brussels, Belgium, and Lyon, France, to inferview the
two secondees, Senior Inspector Mr Wang Yang, and Assistant Superintendent
Mr Lam Chi-wang, respectively. The new TV series, broadcastsed in August this
year, introduces their duties and daily lives at the WCO and INTERPOL, as well as
the department's support to the officers deployed overseas. The Commissioner
of Customs and Excise, Ms Louise Ho, also fook the opportunity fo visit the two
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From May to July 2023, a total of 97 colleagues received
promotion letfers. Among the recipients, two were directorate officers,

secondees during her overseas duty visit.

Customs;and Excise Service Childrenis Education
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The Scholarships Presentation Ceremony 2022-23 was held on 28
July 2023. We were honoured to have the Chairman of Trust Fund
Committee, Mr Benedict Sin; the Honorary Advisor, Mr Steve Lau;
member of the Trust Fund Investment Advisory Board, Dr Eric Cheng;
convenor of the Trust Fund Investment Strategy Expert Group, Mr Fung
Karpun; members Ms Julia Lau and Mr Wayne Cheung to present
scholarships to the recipients.

During the ceremony, Dean's List Scholarship recipient, Mr Michael
Kwok, encouraged students fo step out of their comfort zones for
personal growth. His father, Chief Customs Officer Mr Kwok Shu-piu,
emphasized the importance of gaining various experiences beyond
fextbooks.

Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Scholarship recipient,
Miss Lai Tszto, shared the significance of setting goals and self-
discipline. Her father, Chief Customs Officer Mr Lai Wai-ming, cultivated
the spirit of never giving up and enjoying the leaming process with his
daughfer.

B REFTEERES | SREDEHRENESABESHEI ZHERAE T LNER -
Dean's List Scholarship recipient Mr Michael Kwok Kar-hin and his father, Chief Customs Officer Mr Kwok Shu-piu

shared their experience on study and parenting.
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The Commissioner of Customs and Excise, Ms
Louise Ho (first row, centre) , guests, senior
officers, scholarship recipients and their
families gathered to celebrate achievements of
customs officers' children and share happiness.

Trust Fund Scholarships Presentation Ceremony »»
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Heng Kong Diploma of Secondary
Education Scholarship recipient Miss
Lai Tsz-to and her father, Chief Customs
Officer Mr Lai Wai-ming shared their
experience on learning.

21 were members of the Customs and Excise Service and 4 were staff
members of the General and Common Grades.

?ﬁ Commendations

Name List
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In May 2023, a total of 237 colleagues have been awarded
commendations. Among the awardees, 233 were members of the Customs and
Excise Service and four were Trade Confrols Officers.

FHARRURBRERMBEMN - RUEREHE
Long Service Medal and Ciasps to the Medal & Long and Meritorious Sevice Awards Y

Name List
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In August 2023, a tofal of 821 colleagues have received long service medal and
clasps to the medal, together with long and meritorious service awards. Among the

awardees, 765 were members of the Customs and Excise Service, 34 were Trade Confrols
Officers and 22 were General and Common Grade Officers.
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ummer vacation is the peak season for travelling.There were cases where traders applied

unfair frade practices to sell expensive vacation club memberships. Hong Kong , ‘ .oy

Customs thus reminds consumers about common unfair trade practices in the sale g r
of vacation club membership to avoid traps employing sale tricks and financial R
losses.

Unscrupulous traders would approach consumers through telephone surveys,
lure them with free gifts and invite them to collect them in person. When the
consumers arrive, the traders will put the customers at ease by pretending fo
be interested in their fravel experience.The process often lasts for several hours,
during which different salespersons will take tumns in selling the memberships.
Those memberships are expensive, and the salespersons will persuade
consumers o purchase them using installment payments, loans, etc.

Customs reminds consumers to carefully consider their needs and
financial situation before making transactional decision. Meanwhile,
consumers should read the contract terms carefully before signing,
especially paying affention fo if any additional administrative fee is involved.
Stand firm if you do not want fo buy it.
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HWTips to remind the public to beware of the sale pitfalls of
vacation club membership.

»  Gomplaintfigures

The top three complaint figures of service categories
= related to unfair tfrade practices in travel industry from

No tolerance of short- -weight crime March fo June 2023;

Proportion to overall
0 e av I“ re nor Ing Ime Service categories complaints against travel
: : industry
Sh ' / Air Ticket and 73%
Mld Autumn Festival is around the corner. Consumer Pro’fechon Bureau will step up our Travel Agency Service °
enforcement action by conducting more test purchases of fruits and other festive foods as Bookl
. d e X ; " ooking of
well as more inspections of weighing equipment used by traders to ensure their compliance Liseal Hote] 11%
with the law. Customs also draws the public attention fo the following tips when shopping for Ascommodaticn
festive foods:
Sale of Vacation
RN befo’e We, Club Membership 8%

S|IOI‘I-WBI!I|II malnracllceﬂ

Tips from Ninja-Zero-Tolerance

+ Keep an eye on the weighing equipment to see whether the
reading is set at "0"

« Pay attention to the act and process of weighing by the trader
« Trader gives weighing scale reading side fowards consumer

« Prior to weighing, make sure the weighing tray is empty

+ Request and keep the transaction receipts for easy follow-ups
« Use a public scale to check the weight of food
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the SELS.

==~ NThe Commissioner of
Customs and Excise, Ms
Louise Ho, delivers a speech |
in the launching ceremony of
Hunan-Guangdong-Hong
Kong Single E-lock
Scheme.

logistics industry.

«ae
Significant milestone
for Trade Single Window -
sSuccessful launch

of Phase 2 services

Trade Single Window (TSW) Phase 2 services which enable the
frade fo lodge 14 additional types of frade documents through a
one-stop platform were successfully rolled out on 15 May this year.To
enhance user expetrience, various brand new functions, including
"User Pool" , full support for the "iAM Smart" platform and "submission
- = N of multiple applications" , are infroduced.

et | The Office of Trade Single Window Operation (OSWO) of

- . q§ Customs has widely promoted the benefits of the TSW by providing
onssite support fo companies, organizing seminars and conducting
media interviews. The energetic mascot, "Single Window-bot" , even
appedred on a new promotional video clip and infroduced the
advantages of the TSW in a lively manner.

The remaining 14 more types of frade documents under Phase 2
will be rolled out by the first quarter of 2024.

H'Single Window-bot" in
the TSW promotional
video.Scan the @R code
to check him out now!

Alternative Smoking Product Transhipment Gontrol Scheme
officially launched ¢

The Import and Export (Amendment) Ordinance
2023 was gazetted and effective on 30 June.The Ordinance
provides an exemption for specified infermodal
franshipment of Alternative Smoking Products (ASPs). A
new control regime, namely the Alternative Smoking
Product Transhipment Control Scheme (ATCS) , has been
put in place to administer, supervise, and implement the
exemption arrangements so as fo prevent the leakage of
ASPs into the local markets during the transhipment
processes. Details of the ATCS and the security and
procedural requirements for registered operators are
outlined on the Customs website.

To enhance the logistics industry's understanding of the
ATCS, the Department held a briefing session on 5 July at
the Hong Kong Science Museum.

B Customs officers
examine the first
batch of alternative
smoking products
arrives in Hong Kong
~ through sea-to-air
transhipment under
the ATCS.

B QR Code of ATCS
Website

y
y
4

Single E-lock Scheme
officially launched

é/gzﬁgé \ he Hunan-Guangdong-Hong Kong Single E-lock
TScheme (SELS) was officially launched on 13 June
2023. Following Guangdong Province, Hunan
- Province is the second Mainland province to
participate in the SELS. The Commissioner of Customs
and Excise, Ms Louise Ho, attended the launching
ceremony in Changsha, Hunan and delivered a
speech fo share the latest and future development of

The first batch of franshipment postal items was
/ successfully delivered fo the Air Mail Centre of Hong Kong
= / Infernational Airport from Changsha on the next day and was

V 4 franshipped to overseas destinations.The new "green lane" helps

promote Hunan's products to international markets and
consolidates Hong Kong's position as an international logistics HThe Hunan-Guangdong-Hong
centre, unleashing unlimited business opportunities for Hong Kong's

=} E_)ﬁ EAHR

"~ Seruices & '
Facilitation ¢

Kong Single Edock Scheme was
officially launched on 13 June, with
the first transportation fruck departing
from Changsha, Hunan.

Northhound
Travel for Hong Kong
Vehicles

“Northbound Travel for Hong Kong Vehicles" was
successfully launched on 1 July 2023. To maintain the
customs clearance efficiency in the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
Macao Bridge (HZMB) , Hong Kong Customs has
made proactive preparation and resource allocation.

Understanding that some drivers and passengers
under the Scheme are firsttime users of the cross-
boundary facilities, promotional videos and ledflets
were prepared fo infroduce the Customs clearance
routes and procedures for private cars and a
dedicated page was created on Customs website for
public enquiry. In addition fo a series of training and
drills for frontline officers, Customs has closely
co-operated with the Transport Department, other law
enforcement agencies and Mainland Customs to
facilitafe the smooth implementation of the Scheme.

Customs will continue to monitor the fraffic of the
HZMB and deploy manpower and resources ds
necessary to ensure the smooth operation of the
control point.

BiEm
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M Leaflets to infroduce

the Customs clearance

- routes and procedures
); for private cars.
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hirty Customs officers attended
"Mainland, Hong Kong and Macao
Course on Capacity Building to

Prevent lllegal Trafficking of Cultural
T Heritage", which was jointly organised by
HThe Commissioner . — — ‘ ';'_”' the National Cultural Heritage
of Custorns and Excise, Ms W7t s : e Administration and Hong Kong Customs
vt o TR el for the first time in Xian in midkJuly this
of Culfurs and Tausm ond T . year to learn about the national cultural
Administrat_or of The_NaTio_nal i herifqge conservation work.
C,U:Iu[?' gﬁ";q(%ee ég?g"fgﬂ'f’” The course aimed at strengthening the
attend the opening ‘ capability of the Department to deter and
ISR Vs 4 combat smuggling of cultural heritage. It
E: < covered topics including identification of
cultural heritage, relevant legislation and
enforcement strategies in the Mainland.
Upon completion of the course, the 30
participants will become members of the
—— S—— -~~~ | Ndfional Cultural Heritage Identification
Team of Hong Kong Customs and be
responsible for supporting other frontline
officers in identifying and handling
national cultural heritage.
The Commissioner of Customs
and Excise, Ms Louise Ho, and the
Deputy Commissioner (Control
and Enforcement) of Customs
and Excise, Mr Chan Tsz-
fat, attended the opening and
closing ceremonies of the course
respectively.

M Customs officers learn how fo identify cultural
heritage.

Gustoms Offices Fy Flags
to Celehrate 26th Anniversary of Hong Kong's
Return to Motheriand on1July

2023 marks the 26th anniversary of Hong
Kong's return to motherland, as well as an
important moment of the resumption of
normalcy from the pandemic of our city.
Following the full resumption of normal travel
with the Mainland and other parts of the
world, Hong Kong Customs play a critical role
in ensuring various types of cross-boundary

> Unveiling the Majestic Mastery:
_Tll_e can_twalmg Performance and
Pristine Pride of the Guards of Honor

On significant occasions like the flag raising ceremony for the anniversary of the establishment of the HKSAR or National
Security Education Day, it is customary to have Customs and Excise Department Guards of Honour to parficipate in the
flag raising ceremony or perform Chinese-style foot drill. Though Lee Waiduen and Fong Ngo-hin joined the Guards of
Honour in different period, their participation have brought both of them unexpected prestige and enjoyment.

activities could regain momentum in a €2 Hin joined the Guards of Honour in early 2023 and

progressive and ordegrjly manner. On 1 July, in has been undergoing training in Chinese-style foot drill. ((H Audre]Y L beeln = memlzlek: of Th_te Guqréj?hof
celebration of Hong Kong's return fo the He reveals that Chinese-style foot drill places significant onfur ?r sevefrq yefojlr;]s an 1§.S"W' rlmesssr? h e
country, various Customs offices, control emphasis on uniformity and tfeamwork, providing him rqnsgrmq élo:;]o d ke gi f Sfyde- il ?S
points, and staff quarters were adorned with with a precious opportunity fo challenge himself. Each Chi eml r?cet g _"e. emggz1|n%qn e)qu:;\e
the natfional flags and the regional flags.The ~ practice and performance is a valuable growth Ingz&;esrmiq?%n gf éz.rl;fms oﬁ.izegv\;gqsrlggresi
bright red flags being proudly displayed opportunity for him and he would actively reviews his Audrev boints out that it is crucial fo mairp:tqi?\ the
presented the festive atmosphere of  performance in order fo improve feam ﬁlp f the Guards of H T
celebration, the solidarity of Customs co-ordination. Surprisingly, participating R e o el L S opol e

physical requirements for Guards of
Honour are also demanding.They have
fo endure outdoor practice and hold a
gun weighing about 3.8 kg in one
hand during practice. Audrey and
her fellow members would always
encourage edch other fo
improve their physical strength.
She feels immensely privileged
fo be part of the Guards of
Honour, atfending numerous
significant events and finding
the experience worthwhile. 99

in the Guards of Honour has allowed
him to collaborate with colleagues
from other departments. He also enjoys
having dinner with fellow members and
listening to experiences of senior
members, which greatly benefits
him. Despite the demanding
practice hours and physical
requirements, the feam's
encouragement, applause,
and friendship make it all
worthwhile for Hin.9 9

colleagues, as well as our pride for the nation.

Member of
Guards of Honour

Fong Ngo-hin (Hin)

Member of
Guards of Honour

MThe Customs offices and control points were adorned
with the nafional flags and the regional flags, showcasing a
joyful and jubilant atmosphere.

Lee WaHuen (Audrey)



he Secretary for Security, Mr Tang Ping-
keung, led the Hong Kong Disciplined

Services Cultural Exchange Delegation
comprising of members from six disciplinary
forces to visit Beijing, Shanghai and the
Greater Bay Area this April. Headed by the
Assistant Commissioner of Customs and
Excise (Intelligence and Investigation) , Mr
Woo Waikwan, the delegation of Hong Kong
Customs toured the latest infrastructure,
which reflected the rapid development of our
country.

During a meeting with the delegation, the
State Councilor and Minis

vw
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contributions made by the Hong Kong
disciplined services in safeguarding national
security and social stability in Hong Kong. He
dlso emphasized the importance of

understanding the essence of "one country,

two systems" fully.

The delegation on the seven-day ftour
visited various significant infrastructures of the
country, including the Great Hall of the
People, Tiananmen Square, Beijing Aerospace
Town, China Executive Leadership Academy
Pudong, and Qianhai Shenzhen. The
delegation of Hong Kong Customs dlso met
with the Mainland counterparts to build a
for future co-operation.

HThe Secrefury for Security, Mr Tang Plng-keung (fronf row, seventh Ieﬁ) the Honourable head of the

delegation, Mr Richard Tang, (front row. seventh right) , the Commissioner of Customs and Excise, Ms
Louise Ho (front row, sixth right) and the delegation visit the Zhuhai Grand Theaitre.

customs Financial «e=
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Following the launch of YouTube
channel, Facebook page and Instagram
account, Hong Kong Customs launched its
official Douyin and WeChat accounts on 26
April and 1 July this year respectively. The fwo
new social media platforms serve the purpose of
further enhancing communication and
connectivity between the department and members
of the public. Apart from promoting the professional
image, the platforms also help disseminating
information about the multifacefed work and the lafest

i el _ financing.
information of Customs to more Hong Kong and

investigation Bureau Establishen

To strengthen the capabilities of Hong
Kong Cusfoms in antikmoney laundering and
counterfinancing of terrorism, the existing
Financial Investigation Group has upgraded
to the Customs Financial Investigation
Bureau (CFIB) , effective 1 August. The

newly set up CFIB, with 91 officers
commanded by a Senior Superintendent,
is responsible for formulating the overall
strategies and operational factics to fight
against money laundering and ferrorist

CFIB will strive to enhance

LN

the international level, Hong Kong Customs proposed

to the World Customs Organization (WCQ) in August
2022 to establish a Regional Dog Training Centre (RDTC)
in Hong Kong. The proposal was supported by the WCO
and a Memorandum of Understanding was signed in
Brussels, Belgium in June 2023 to formalize the status of
Hong Kong Customs as one of the RDTC of the Asia-Pacific
Region.

As a RDTC, Hong Kong Customs will organize canine
fraining courses, seminars, workshops, efe. for WCO A/P
members as well as our Mainland counterparts in the

To fie in with the rapid development of the Mainland at

Greater Bay Area.The first significant event fo be hosted by
Hong Kong Customs in the new capacity is the 6th WCO
Global Canine Forum which has been scheduled for
March 2024.The Forum will bring together WCO members,
relevant international organizations, canine experts etc.,
from all corners of the world fo exchange expertise and

best practices in canine fraining and enforcement.

Through active engagement with veteran dog units across
the globe, our canine force enforcement capability will
undoubtedly be elevated to a new level while
department's international standing in the canine
profession fully affirmed.

Mainland citizens. On the launch dates, a number of
new promotional videos and featured posts regarding
common unfair frade practices and needs-toknow on
Customs clearance under the "Northbound Travel for
Hong Kong Vehicles" scheme, were published fo enable
Hong Kong citizens and Mainland tourists to grasp
fimely and useful relevant information.

cooperation and intelligence
exchange with local and foreign law
enforcement agencies and financial
institutions, with a view to fracing the
illicit fund flows, freezing and
confiseating criminal proceeds more
fimely and effectively.

’ Departmental
Highlights

HK Customs Establishes Regional Doy Training Gentre

B After becoming a RDTC, Hong Kong Customs will
organize canine training courses, seminars, workshops,

etc. for WCO members in the Asia-Pacific region to

elevate their canine force enforcement capability.

Enhancing AEQ

= B the People's Republic of China and Hong
u-nnera I“n In e Kong Customs sign the AEO Mol in November

Hong Kong Customs and the
General Administration of Customs
of the People's Republic of China

(GACC) have been committed to
strengthening global supply chain
security and promoting trade

facilitation between the two places.

Under the framework of Mainland-
Hong Kong Authorized Economic
Operator (AEO) Mutual Recognition
Agreement (MRA) , @ Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) was signed
by the ftwo authorities on 29
November 2022 to further enhance
AEO co-operation in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area (GBA) . The major
aspects of co-operation under the
MoU include mutual referral
mechanism, prioritized processing of
relevant AEO applications, joint
publicity campaigns in the two
places, as well as enhanced fraining
and sharing for AEO experts from
both sides.

BThe Memorandum of
Understanding was signed
in Brussels, Belgium
formalizing the status of Hong
Kong Customs as one of the  #
RDTC of the A/P Region.

s i The Deputy Commissioner
(Control and Enforcement) of
Customs and Excise, Mr Chan
Tsztat (second left) , visited
exhibitors of a jewellery
exhibition held in June this
year.

B The General Administration of Customs of

2022 through video-conferencing.

EARANENXOE

General Administration of Customs
People’s Renhlic of China

The regulatory regime for dealers
in precious metals and stones has
come into effect on 1 April 2023. Since
the implementation of the regime, the
response from the trade has been
positive and Hong Kong Customs
has continuously received
applications for registration as a

Category A or Category B
registrant.

The Dealers in Precious
Metals and Stones Supetvision
Bureau (DPSB) has spared
no effort to publicise the
regime. Apart from
approaching the

The two authorities also met in
Shenzhen on 24 May 2023 to discuss the
implementation arrangements of the
MoU. On the same day, Hong Kong
Customs officers visited the “Shenzhen
Customs AEO Advanced Cetrtification
Training Base” in Longgang to learn
more about the support and training
provided by the Mainland Customs to
enterprises that have an interest in joining
the AEO programme.

to Strengthen Canine Enforcement

Smooth Imnlementatmn
»» 0f Regulatory Regime for
Dealers in Precious Metals and Stones

dealers direct, a promotion vehicle was
arranged to visit various districts for
raising public awareness about the new
regime. The DPSB dlso set up a booth at
a large-scale jewellery exhibition in
June 2023, and for the first time,
provided on-site counter services to
facilitate the submission of cash
transaction reports by non-Hong Kong
dealers during their participation in the
exhibition.

The transitional period for
registrafion will end on 31 December
2023.The DPSB will continue fo promote
the regime and encourage relevant
dealers to register early.



