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IPR Enforcement Museum
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The museum was established in October 2007. The total floor
area is about 235 sg. metres. More than 300 pieces of
representative infringing works and counterfeit goods seized by
Customs officers over the years are displayed. The collection
illustrates the achievements of Customs intellectual property
enforcement work over the years, and the evolution of infringing
activities in Hong Kong. In addition, simulated scenes of
copyright infringement of different themes set up in the museum
can be used for training Customs investigating officers.
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Intellectual Property Rights Protection
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The Customs and Excise Department is an enforcement agency
responsible for fighting against copyright and trademark
infringement activities. The Intellectual Property Investigation
Bureau and Special Task Force of the department are tasked to
combat criminal infringement activities, safeguarding the
legitimate interests of intellectual property right owners and
ensuring a secure environment for the rapid and healthy
development of the creative industries.

1 F IR R AR B A A
Government Agencies Responsible for
Intellectual Property Rights Protection

T 755 AT R R

Commerce and Economic Development Bureau
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the Government of the HKSAR Customs & Excise Department
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Optical Disc Manufacturing Site
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In the 1990s, pirated optical disc activities emerged when optical
discs replaced traditional cassette tapes and video tapes as popular
storage media for audio-visual works. Pirates purchased high-cost
optical disc manufacturing machines to produce pirated optical
discs on a large scale in underground manufacturing sites.

The Government enacted the Prevention of Copyright Piracy
Ordinance in 1998 to regulate the manufacturing of optical discs.
After the related legislation amendment took effect in 2002, any
person who wishes to operate optical disc or stamper
manufacturing sites in Hong Kong have to apply for a licence and
the designated Source Identification Code from Hong Kong
Customs and Excise Department. The import, export and storage
of Optical Disc Mastering and Replication Equipment also require
permits issued by the department. To prevent illicit traders from
producing pirated discs in licensed factories, Customs officers
conduct inspections on the manufacturing sites.
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Domestic Pirated Optical Disc Copying Workshop
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In the late 1990s, Customs’ stern enforcement actions have driven
nearly all sizeable pirated optical disc manufacturing factories out
of Hong Kong. Copyright pirates resorted to replicating pirated
discs with cheaper domestic computer optical disc writers in
small-scale workshops inside industrial or domestic premises.

These workshops are poorly furnished with just a few optical disc
writers operated by low-waged workers who dwell in the
workshops to carry out intensive round-the-clock production of
low-quality discs.
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Office Using Infringing Computer Software
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As computers are commonly used in commercial operations and our
daily lives, infringing activities involving the use of pirated
computer software have emerged.

Under the Copyright Ordinance, it is an offence to use infringing
computer software in the course of business. The Hong Kong
Customs has been working closely with the software industry to
combat this type of piracy activities. For example, a reward
scheme is implemented to encourage reports of corporate piracy.
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Karaoke Lounge Using Infringing Songs
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With the advent of the karaoke industry, pirated karaoke musical
works have come into existence. In recent years, the increasing use
of digitised audio-visual karaoke works by operators of karaoke
lounges has brought about new patterns of infringement activities.

Upon obtaining authorization from copyright owners, karaoke
operators are permitted to store karaoke songs in electronic format
in their karaoke systems for business purpose. However, some
dishonest operators wuse such copyright works without
authorization while others use unauthorized copies of songs
exclusive to a particular operator as an attraction to customers.

Customs proactively co-operates with the industry to combat the
infringing activities. When necessary, Customs officers pose as
customers to investigate suspected illicit business in karaoke
lounges. Computer forensic techniques are employed to analyse
computer digital evidence to ensure successful prosecution.
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Internet Piracy
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With the rapid development of online technologies, Internet piracy
activities have changed over the past few years: from the
emergence of websites that offer infringing music, movies and
software for free downloading; to the use of peer-to-peer files
sharing software to distribute infringing files, and the growing use
of auction sites to sell infringing or counterfeit goods. The
development has brought about new challenges to Customs
officers.

To effectively combat Internet piracy activities, two dedicated
Anti-Internet Piracy Teams (AIPTs) were formed in 2000 and 2005
respectively. The “Lineament Monitoring System” was launched in
2007 to monitor infringing activities on the Internet round the
clock. In 2005, Hong Kong Customs successfully prosecuted a
man who distributed infringing copyright works on the Internet.
This is the first-ever successful criminal prosecution against this
type of offence in the world.
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