Removal of Licensing/Permit Arrangements on
Wine and Liguor with an Alcoholic Strength of not more than 30%

Effective Date

The Legislative Council has passed the legislative amendments to the Dutiable
Commodities Ordinance, Cap.109. The new law will take effect on 6 June 2008.

2. The main purpose of the legislative amendments is for giving effect to the
Budget proposals on reducing the duties rates of (i) wine; and (ii) liquor with an alcoholic
strength of not more than 30% by volume measured at a temperature of 20°C (hereafter
referred as “specified goods”) to zero, and removing licensing/permit arrangements
related to duty collection.

Suspension of Licensing/Permit Controls

3. Starting from 6 June 2008, under the new law, the administrative controls on the
specified goods will be relaxed. Wine/liquor traders will no longer be required to apply
for any licences or permits for the import or export, manufacture, storage or movement of
the specified goods. No valuation of the alcoholic beverages concerned for duty purpose
will be required.

4. The interim administrative arrangements on specified goods adopted since 27
February 2008 will be ended on 5 June 2008.

5. However, the existing licensing/permit controls on liquors with an alcoholic
strength of more than 30% by volume measured at a temperature of 20°C will remain
unchanged.

Advice to Traders

6. To facilitate the customs clearance on the specified goods, traders (be it the
importers/exporters, forwarding agents, carriers etc.) are encouraged to provide clear
description in the freight/shipping documents on the type of liquor (e.g. being brandy,
whisky, gin, etc.), and the alcoholic strength of the respective consignment.

7. The common examples of liquors with alcoholic strength above and below 30%
are at Annex | and Il.  The lists are not exhaustive and only for reference only.

Office of Dutiable Commodities Administration
Customs and Excise Department
2 June 2008



Annex |

Examples of Liguors with Alcoholic Strength of more than 30%

Brandy %1

Gin B

Liqueurs>30% J;‘lﬁﬁ’ﬁp

Other Spirituous Liquors>30% ! f3|Jjf1

Rum %#’jp

Sake>30% [ !7: A1

Vodka 14\% BT

Whisky %4 &l

Spirits(Non-white Spirits) >30% I iF5(ZH 1P 1%) > 30%

Millet Spirit>30% ‘] & {f'1>30%

Others (White Spirits) >30% {77 1771>30%

Rice Spirit>30% £{f1>30%

Molasses/ Sugar Spirit>30% %ﬁj‘%i@/ﬁi@l >30%

Reprocessing Chinese Liquor>30% F| ™[I~ AYUF[ 11> 30%




Annex |l

Examples of Liquors with Alcoholic Strength of not more than 30%

Champagne Fﬁ F&

Other Sparkling Wine El {5 & &/

Sherry Wine =F[[if

Port Wine w4{f1

Stilll Wine 35T

Cider {1

Perry Z(i[1

Beer [Rf

Arrack £

Liqueurs < =30% *}J;‘(ﬁﬁ‘ﬁp

Other Spirituous Liquors <=30% £l F53[if

Sake <=30% F'% K

Spirits (Non-white Spirits) < =30% J & 1 15) < =30%

Millet Spirit<<=30% | #{l1<=30%

Other White Spirit<<=30% £l FI[ 1]l1<=30%

Rice Spirit<<=30% - {f1<=30%

Molasses/ Sugar Spirit< =30% %ﬁ?ip/ﬁip <=30%

Reprocessing Chinese Liquor<=30% F |1~ AYF[If1T <=30%
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