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Customs Declaration
Guidelines on Red & Green Channel

Goods to Declare

with dutiable/
controlled items to declare

Nothing to Declare

without dutiable/
controlled items to declare

Customs Declaration

Red & Green Channel System
Hong Kong Customs & Excise Department has implemented a Red & Green Channel
System at all entry points.

Red Channel

Goods to Declare

with dutiable/controlled items/large quantities of currency and bearer negotiable instruments
(CBNIs) to declare

Passengers should enter the Goods to Declare Channel at an entry point to make declaration to Customs officers if

they are:

* having any prohibited/controlled items upon their arrival.

* having dutiable commodities but not entitled to duty-free concessions, or having dutiable commodities exceeding
their duty-free concessions upon their arrival.

* in possession of a large quantity of CBNIs, i.e. a total value of more than HK$120,000 (or the equivalent in
foreign currencies).

At the Goods to Declare Channel, passengers are liable to:

» prosecution and confiscation of the prohibited/controlled items if they fail to produce a valid licence or permit
for the goods.

* duty payment on/confiscation of the declared dutiable commodities not entitled for duty-free concessions or in
excess of duty-free concessions.

» prosecution and confiscation of the CBNIs if the declaration made contains information that is false in a material
particular.

Common (but not exhaustive) Prohibited/Controlled Items:

* Dangerous drugs and psychotropic substances such as opium, heroin, cannabis, LSD, ketamine, methylamphetamine,
ecstasy, midazolam, triazolam, diazepam and etc;

* Controlled chemicals such as acetic anhydride, ephedrine and etc;

* Antibiotics such as erythromycin, penicillin and etc;

» Arms and ammunition and weapons;

* Animals and plants such as birds, reptiles and etc;

* Pesticides;

» Endangered species (whether alive, dead, their parts or derivatives) such as ivory, live huamei, stony corals,
cacti, pitcher plants, orchids and American ginseng and etc;

» Game, meat, poultry, eggs and smokeless tobacco products;

* Fireworks and explosives;

* Counterfeit goods, articles infringing copyright and unauthorized decoders for viewing encrypted television
programmes;

* Telecommunication equipment such as mobile telephone, radio transceiver and etc; and

» Strategic commodities.

Green Channel

Nothing to Declare

without dutiable/controlled items/large quantities of currency and bearer negotiable instruments
(CBNIs) to declare

Passengers should enter the Nothing to Declare Channel at an entry point if they are:

* having dutiable goods in compliance with duty-free concessions upon their arrival.

* not having dutiable goods or prohibited/controlled items upon their arrival.

« in possession of CBNIs with a total value of HK$120,000 or below (or the equivalent in foreign currencies).

At the Nothing to Declare Channel, passengers are liable to:

* prosecution/penalty if they are found having undeclared/incompletely declared dutiable commodities upon
their arrival.

« prosecution and confiscation of the prohibited/controlled items if they are found having any of them without a
valid licence/permit upon their arrival.

* prosecution and confiscation of the CBNIs if they are found in possession of a large quantity of CBNIs without
making a declaration.

Duty-free Concessions

Alcoholic Liquor

A passenger aged 18 or above is allowed to bring into Hong Kong free of duty, for his own use, 1 litre of alcoholic
liquor with an alcoholic strength above 30% by volume measured at a temperature of 20°C.

A passenger holding a Hong Kong Identity Card must have spent 24 hours or longer outside Hong Kong in
order to be qualified for the above duty-free concession.

Tobacco

A passenger aged 18 or above is allowed to bring into Hong Kong free of duty, for his own use, the following
quantity of tobacco products:

* 19 cigarettes; or

* 1 cigar or 25 grams of cigars; or

» 25 grams of other manufactured tobacco. $ 5 000

Passenger bringing in dutiable goods in excess of the exempted quantities should enter the Red Channel
and make a declaration to Customs officers. Passengers failing to make an accurate declaration are

“A nnn

liable to prosecution or an administrative fine (HK$2,2¢0 plus a penalty 5 times the duty payable on the
dutiable goods concerned).

Note: Passengers walking through the Nothing to Declare Channel (Green Channel) are not exempted from any
Customs examination. Customs officers may select passengers from the Nothing to Declare Channel for
examination based on risk management.

Suggestions Enquiry

Hong Kong Customs is committed to providing quality service to  « Hotline : (852) 2815 7711
the public. If you feel that we have failed to meet the level of service  « E-mail : customsenquiry@customs.gov.hk
you are entitled to expect, please contact the officer-in-charge onthe ~ « Website : http://www.customs.gov.hk
spot or send in your views to the Departmental Complaints Officer:

* Address : 3/F, Customs Headquarters Building, 222 Java Road,
North Point, Hong Kong
» Hotline : (852) 8100 3553

» Fax : (852) 2854 3962
¢ E-mail : customsenquiry@customs.gov.hk
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This publication is for general reference only and should not be treated as
a complete and authoritative statement of law.
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