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HKAEO Programme Support National Strategies
Explore Global Market
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“AEO Priority” Parking Space and Service Counter
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Hong Kong has all along ranked as one of the most efficient
and economically free economies in the world. In such
a globalized world, efficient movement of goods is the
ultimate deciding factor in business competitiveness. Hong
Kong needs to upgrade its industries in order to keep the
competitive edges. The Hong Kong Authorized Economic
Operator (HKAEO) Programme is the best instrument to
help the industries to upgrade and transform so as to seize
the opportunities arisen from the “Belt and Road Initiative”
(B&R) and Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
(Greater Bay Area) development.
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Macau
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Seamless Movement within Greater Bay Area
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Enterprise Sharing

Nelson Jewellery Arts Co Ltd, a member of
the Responsible Jewellery Council, is one
of the leading fine jewellery manufacturers
and exporters with almost 40 year’s history
in Hong Kong.

Nelson HO, Managing Director of Nelson
Jewellery Arts Co Ltd, indicated that good
internal management and high efficiency
are vital for his company which aims
to pursue innovation and continuous
improvement. He said that supply chain security is of paramount
importance to jewellery industry as it has to participate overseas
exhibition frequently and Hong Kong Customs provided professional
advices to further enhance their supply chain security management.
As a HKAEOQ, their cargos can enjoy reduced customs inspection
and prioritized customs clearance which allow their products to be
delivered to their clients in a secure way on time.
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AEO Fast Pass: Enhance
Corporate Competitiveness

T he HKAEO Programme was formally
launched in 2012 and administered
by the Customs and Excise
Department (C&ED) under an open, free
and voluntary certification regime which
aims to enhance corporate supply chain
security, goodwill, and help them to explore
oversea markets. As of September 2019,
60 local companies have been accredited
as HKAEOs and enjoying up to 80%
inspection rate reduction by both local
and other customs administrations. All
local companies established in Hong Kong
and engaging in international supply chain
activities could be accredited as HKAEOs
to enjoy the exclusive AEO benefits.
The HKAEO Programme facilitated over
HKD535 billion of AEO cargos in 2018.
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C&ED has set up “AEO Priority Service
Counter” and “AEO Priority Parking Space”
at various control points for handling
AEO consignments with priority so that
HKAEOs can surely have their businesses
“go faster”. Besides, HKAEOs are entitled
to use the designated HKAEO logo for
business promotion and brand building to
show they have got the HKAEO status,
a quality mark on supply chain security
management, with international recognized
customs clearance fast pass.

AEO Mutual Recognition
Arrangement: Support B&R

At present, 80 customs administrations
(including most of the Hong Kong’s major
trading partners) have implemented their
respective AEO programmes and the

CGCC VISION  OCT 2019

45



7535 & i TALKING BUSINESS

46

development has become a global trend.
C&ED has concluded Mutual Recognition
Arrangements (MRAs) with 11 of Hong
Kong’s major trading partners, including the
Mainland of China, India, Korea, Singapore,
Thailand, Malaysia, Japan, Australia, New
Zealand, Israel and Canada to strategically
extend the benefits of HKAEOs and strives
for further clearance facilitation. Under the
MRA, customs administrations will provide
reciprocal clearance facilitation to the
certified companies of MRA partners.

In April 2019, President Xi Jinping
indicated that the Mainland of China will
expedite the AEO MRA development to
promote cooperation between Belt and
Road economies in his opening keynote
address in the 2nd Belt and Road Forum
for International Cooperation in Beijing. It
clearly shows that AEO programme has
become one of the highlights to promote
the B&R.

Among the 11 Hong Kong MRA partners,
seven of them are B&R economies and the
bilateral trade with these economies covers
over 70% of the value of Hong Kong’s
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external merchandise trade. Under the
AEO MRAs, HKAEOs can enjoy expedited
overseas customs clearance which helps
them explore business in global market.

Mainland-Hong Kong AEO
MRA: Seamless Movement
within Greater Bay Area

Under the Mainland-Hong Kong AEO MRA,
HKAEOs can enjoy up to 80% reduction on
cargo inspection rate at the Mainland side
as compared with non-AEO. By using the
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge together
with the benefits under the Mainland-
Hong Kong AEO MRA, HKAEOs can enjoy
double benefits from clearance facilitation
as well as transport effectiveness to
enhance their competitiveness in exploring
business opportunities in Greater Bay Area
whilst reinforcing Hong Kong as one of
the powerhouses in leading the regional
development under the Greater Bay Area
development plan.

Way Forward

C&ED will continue to promote the HKAEO
Programme to trade associations and
stakeholders for enhancing international

supply chain security and facilitating
legitimate trade by enterprises with high
security standard. Meanwhile, C&ED will
continue to support national policies and
take active steps to reach MRAs with other
customs administrations, particularly that
along B&R route, with a view to bringing
further benefits to the trade and the overall
economy of Hong Kong and reinforcing
Hong Kong as a logistics hub to contribute
the B&R and the Greater Bay Area
development. &
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Source: Office of Supply Chain Security
Management of the C&ED

E&E Tel: 3759-2153

E & Email: aco@customs.gov.hk

Bk Website: https://www.customs.gov.hk/
en/trade_facilitation/aeo/index.html





